
“Just As He Said is a delightful look at the life-changing power, permanence, and promise  
of Jesus’ words, highlighted by three of his greatest miracles and his glorious resurrection.  

With vivid illustrations and a fun rhyming sequence, Sam Brewster’s story is sure to  
delight young kids and spark important conversations!”

JOSHUA COOLEY, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF I CAN’T BELIEVE MY EYES! AND EMPTY!

“I love this book. It beautifully shows how the Jesus who worked miracles  
and always kept his word is the same faithful Savior we can trust today.”

AMY DIMARCANGELO, AUTHOR OF GO AND DO LIKEWISE AND A HUNGER FOR MORE

“What an engaging and beautiful picture of the faithfulness of Jesus  
and his saving power to all who put their trust in him. Just As He Said will both  

capture children’s imaginations and point them to the true hope in Jesus.”

SARAH WALTON, AUTHOR OF TEARS AND TOSSINGS AND THE LONG ROAD HOME

“What I particularly like about this book is that it doesn’t present the gospel as  
just calling for intellectual assent, but helps children understand the difference Jesus  

makes to life and death, encouraging them to lean on him in their lives every day.”

STEPH WILLIAMS, AUTHOR OF THE LITTLE ME, BIG GOD SERIES

“A delightful and important book. It will teach your kids about not only the power  
of Jesus’ words, but more importantly, the trustworthiness of his promises.”

SIMON CAMILLERI, AUTHOR OF READ, THINK, PRAY, DO

“Draws young readers into the stories and life of Jesus alongside beautiful  
and captivating illustrations. Simple enough for a parent to  

read aloud to a young child, but long enough that a child learning to read can  
encounter a Savior who always keeps his words, and fulfills his promises.”

DAN OLSON, AUTHOR OF THE RUNAWAY SHEEP AND OH, THE TREASURES YOU’LL KNOW!
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The sunlight was catching the dust in the air

as some friends with a stretcher were climbing the stairs.

The crowds had spilled out from the house to the street

and were blocking the Teacher they’d traveled to meet.

As Jesus was speaking there wasn’t a sound

till great chunks of the ceiling began to fall down!

To gasps of amazement a  
stretcher descends,

delivered to Jesus by  
four faithful friends.



he continued, “I tell you, get up and go home!”

And to all their amazement, he got up to go!

Jesus had spoken!

The man took his bed:

From paralyzed to walking,

just as he said.

“Your sins are forgiven,”  
spoke Jesus with love,

and to show his authority  
came from above

A terrified paralyzed man looked around

from his mat that had come to a halt on 
the ground.



Higher and higher the  
waves seemed to rise 

as buckets of rain fell  
from tumbling skies;

gallons of water were 
filling the boat,

on the thunderous sea  
it was barely afloat!

Through deafening winds 
came their terrified cry,

“Jesus wake up!  
Don’t you care if we die?”



He looked at the storm and the fear in their eyes.

He looked at the lightning that crashed from the skies.

He lifted his voice with a mighty, “Be still!” 

And the weather submitted at once to his will. 

The menacing skies turned a beautiful red; 

from a storm to a calm,

just as he said. 



Two sisters were weeping, 
their brother had died,

now Jesus was with them 
and all of them cried.

Could anything bring back 
their brother and friend?

If only the sisters could  
see him again!

“Take heart!” Jesus told them.  
“Your brother will rise.

Show me the place  
where Lazarus lies.”



They took him, and heard him say, “Lazarus come out!”

The dead man got up at the sound of his shout, 

with funeral bandages wrapped round his head; 

a dead man alive, 

just as he said.



With Jerusalem only a short walk away, 

Jesus was teaching his friends on the way. 

“I’m going to suffer. I’m going to die. 

I’ll soon be rejected and lifted up high. 

My blood must be shed and the price must be paid

for the sinful and lost to be found and be saved.”

He was nailed to a cross;  
his disciples all fled:

Abandoned and dying,

just as he said.

They looked on in horror 
as Jesus was led

by a treacherous friend  
to his terrible death. 



But Jesus had told them this wasn’t the end,

that on the third day he would rise up again. 

Nobody really believed it was true

or understood what he was planning to do.

So when Jesus died his friends all forgot; 

they went down with spices to hold back the rot. 

But what a surprise when the stone wasn’t there,

when the tomb where they laid him  
was totally bare.



They looked on in shock as an angel appeared 

like a floodlight of glory that filled them with fear, 

and their hearts almost stopped when his thundering voice

declared with a music that filled them with joy,

“The Lord isn’t here, he is raised from the dead!

He’s coming to meet you, 

just as he said!”





They fell down and worshiped their wonderful Lord

who’d always been faithful and true to his word,

who died for their sin, and then rose from the dead:

The conquering hero,
The words kept on dancing around in their heads:

All he had spoken had always come true...

They turned and they saw him. “Jesus! It’s you!”

just as he said. 



The message is simple, the message is true:

You can trust Jesus, whatever you do. 

Like the paralyzed man, he’ll forgive all your sin

when you bring all the mess of your problems to him.

Your sin may be big but he paid it instead!

He’ll completely forgive you, 

just as he said. 



When life is a storm and you’re scared out of your mind,

he’s alive and he’s with you to strengthen and guide.

He’s the Lord of the storm and he’s walking ahead; 

he’ll never abandon you,

just as he said.

When death leaves you feeling confused and afraid 

like the two grieving sisters that terrible day,

for those who trust Jesus there’s nothing to dread:

He’ll raise you up with him,

just as he said.



So will you trust Jesus? He calls you to come.

He calls you to trust him and all that he’s done,

to trust him today and trust him tomorrow.

To trust him through days of rejoicing and sorrow,

to trust him tonight as you lie on your bed:

The Savior who’ll always do 

just as he said. 



“He is not here;  
he has risen,  

just as he said.” 
Matthew 28:6
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Note for Parents and Caregivers

This book explores the simple but far-reaching truth that Jesus always does exactly 

what he says he will. The Gospels repeatedly draw our attention to how trustworthy 

all his words are. In fact, he is “the Word” (John 1:1).  

In Mark 2:1-12, Jesus simply declares the paralyzed man forgiven and healed, and he 

is—immediately! In Mark 4:35-41, Jesus’ word creates calm from chaos in the storm. In 

John 11, his command to the dead Lazarus brings life from death. All of this is a prelude 

to his ultimate promise that he will die and rise again to bring salvation to all who 

would believe. We can completely trust Jesus’ words that he will work his salvation in 

our lives as we come to him in faith. 

As parents and caregivers, you can help your children see the relevance of Jesus’ 

words to them by initiating conversations after reading the book together. Perhaps 

you could ask a younger child:

And you could ask an older child:

“What was your  
favorite picture?  

What do you  
like about it?”

“What things did Jesus 
say he would do?  

What always happened?”

“How can the true Bible 
stories we’ve just read help 

us if we do find it hard to 
trust Jesus’ words?”

It’s my prayer that each child who reads this book will be drawn to the power and 

goodness of Jesus’ words, and trust Jesus to save them—just as he said.

“Which of the accounts 
of Jesus doing ‘just as 
he said’ did you find 

most amazing?”

“Do you ever find 
it hard to believe 

Jesus will do what 
he says he will? 

Why is this?”




